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In his bestselling book Dancing with a Ghost, Rupert Ross began his exploration of Aboriginal

approaches to justice and the visions of life that shape them. Returning to the Teachings takes this

exploration further still. During a three-year secondment with Justice Canada, Ross travelled from

the Yukon to Cape Breton Island, examiningâ€”and experiencingâ€”the widespread Aboriginal

preference for â€œpeacemaker justice.â€• In this remarkable book, he invites us to accompany him

as he moves past the pain and suffering that grip so many communities and into the exceptional

promise of individual, family and community healing that traditional teachings are now restoring to

Aboriginal Canada. He shares his confusion, frustrations and delights as Elders and other teachers

guide him, in their unique and often puzzling ways, into ancient visions of Creation and our role with

it.  Returning to the Teachings is about Aboriginal justice and much more, speaking not only to our

minds, but also to our hearts and spirits. Above all, it stands as a search for the values and visions

that give life its significance and that any justice system, Aboriginal or otherwise, must serve and

respect.
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Whether you're a student, teacher, or you want to read this for fun - I highly recommend this book.

The book contains practical lessons for the class room, life and for the justice system. Anyone who

wants to help repair their community, solve the injustices present in the criminal justice system, or

who has been a victim of crime should read this book.



Maybe, just maybe, Europeans will look back in time to discover the eternal wisdom of original

societies. Now, as then, and into the future how we relate to each other will lead our lives... and this

we can learn by listening. Anything Rupert Ross writes, read it!

Used this book for a cultural diversity & service learning class. Very informative and relevant to most

anyone, especially social workers.
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